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US-Vietnam’ s Cooperation and Limitations on the South China
Sea Issue under the Framework of Cost—imposing strategy

GU Qiang ZHANG Zhao-ming
(School of Marxism Guangxi University Nanning 530004 Guangxi)

Abstract: As the rise of China and the active enforcement of China’ s maritime rights the United States put forward the
Cost—imposing Strategy in order to counter against China. Cost—imposing Strategy is a strategy in long—term peace time with
a purpose to make the sponsor countries obtain advantageous hardship differential and with the means including military and
non—military. The US policy toward the South China Sea in the past decade has been an actively implemented cost—imposing
strategy and is still in the framework. Under the framework the United States and Vietnam cooperate with each other in mili—
tary affairs public opinion diplomacy and jurisprudence on the South China Sea issue. The military cooperation between the
United States and Vietnam has increased the cost of China’ s safeguard rights the cooperation of public opinion has increased
the cost of China’ s reputation diplomatic cooperation has increased the political cost of China and the legal cooperation has
increased the system cost of China. Under the framework of cost—imposing strategy the cooperation between the United States
and Vietnam on the South China Sea issue are faced with two limitations. On the one hand it is the implementation of cost—
imposing strategy itself which involves the sponsor bearing the corresponding cost the consistency of internal and external re—
lations and time and the expected results. On the other hand the cooperation between the United States and Vietnam on the
South China Sea issue is restricted by ideological elements national defense policy mutual trust and different visions of re—
gional and legal orders.
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